Reading Business Club: How to apply for the Mentor Academy
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HOW TO APPLY FOR THE MENTOR ACADEMY

About the Mentor Academy

The Mentor Academy is a Reading Business Club initiative to give back to the business community something of our collective experience by mentoring one businessperson every six months.

About the mentoring programme

The first mentoring programme began in March 2007. Applications are now being sought for the second placement starting in October 2007. 

The Mentoring Academy will:

· select candidates for their individual qualities (and not those of their business).  

· always stay neutral

· be approachable at any time

· be honest

· give constructive advice

· provide guidance but leave the decision to the individual

· be open to the idea of learning from the relationship as well as teaching

· have a genuine interest in the individual

· take rejection well

Each mentor candidate will have a main mentor/sponsor/champion, who will be in touch by phone once a week (unless otherwise agreed between mentor and candidate). The candidate will meet the mentoring committee on a regular basis during the six-month period to update their progress.  

The candidate will be required to attend 50% of the Reading Business Club’s breakfast meetings
 during the six months (to meet the other club members) and will pay for their breakfast at £10.00 per breakfast.  

Each club member will be invited to give the candidate up to two hours free advice (not goods or promotional materials) during the six-month period. At the end of the six-month period, the candidate will have the opportunity to become a fully paid up member of the Reading Business Club, subject to present Club rules.

How to apply

Applications from all business backgrounds are welcome provided they meet the following criteria:

1. Candidates must have a sound business idea or already be in business.

2. They should be coachable, approachable, and able to receive advice. 

3. Candidates must provide:

· A full CV (with full contact details)

· A synopsis of the business or business idea

· A one-page business summary and plan
To apply for the October 2007 placement post or email these items, together with a covering letter explaining how you think you will benefit from the mentoring and what you might contribute to the Club during the process, to:

Maria Narancic

RBC Mentor Academy

Pond Farm

North Street

Theale

Reading

RG7 5EU

Email: teds@fsbdial.co.uk (with RBC Mentor Academy as the subject).

Applications close on 30 September 2007, after which the mentoring committee will finalise a short list and arrange a meeting with each applicant before choosing the successful candidate.

-end-

� Held alternate Thursdays from 7.20 am at the Sonning Golf Club, Duffield Road, Sonning-on-Thames, Reading
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